
 A Beginner's Guide to Applying Venetian Plaster on Walls

Introduction:

Venetian plaster is an elegant and timeless decorative finish that can instantly transform the look of 
any wall. With its smooth, marble-like appearance, it adds depth and texture to a space. If you're 

interested in learning how to apply Venetian plaster, this guide will take you through the steps, 
providing helpful tips along the way.

Step 1: Prepare the Wall & Trowel

Before you start applying Venetian plaster, it's crucial to prepare the wall properly. Ensure the 
surface is clean, dry, and free from dust or debris. Repair any cracks or imperfections and sand the 

wall lightly for a smooth finish. If surface has existing texture, a drywall skim coat will be needed 
prior to installation. A level 3 wall is required for Venetian Plaster. ( Attention ) Venetian plaster 

trowels all come unsharpened. Sharpen your tool with Low to high grit sandpaper to achieve a sharp 
edge to have a high quality finish.

Step 2: Masking & Protecting

Use low adhesive masking tape to tape off areas where you don't want the plaster to be applied, 
such as edges, outlets, and light switches. Tape off surrounding walls with two lines of tape to 

ensure no plaster goes out of your lines. Remove any furniture or items from the area you'll be 
working on and cover the floor and nearby objects with drop cloths or plastic sheets to protect 
them. (Attention) When taping off areas such as stained wood or wallpaper be sure to use extra low 

adhesive tape and avoid keeping tape on surfaces for extended amounts of time.

Step 3: Apply a Primer

A primer helps the Venetian plaster adhere to the wall better and creates a consistent surface. Apply 

a high-quality primer with a paint roller or brush and allow it to dry completely. This step promotes 
better adhesion and prevents the plaster from absorbing too much moisture.
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Step 4: Mix the Venetian Plaster

Read the instructions provided with the Venetian plaster product and mix it according to the 

manufacturer's specifications. Generally, you'll need to combine the plaster with a small amount of 
water in the bucket provided until you achieve a smooth, pudding-like consistency. Use a drill with 

a paddle attachment for efficient mixing.

Step 5: Apply the First Coat

Using a stainless steel trowel or spatula, apply the first coat of Venetian plaster to the wall. Begin by 

loading a small amount of plaster onto the trowel and spread it evenly on the wall at a 45-degree 
angle. Work in small sections to maintain control. Apply consistent pressure to create a thin and 

even layer. The first coat will not require any burnishing on the surface. ( Attention ) Inspect your 
surface after each coat to ensure no dried buildup of unsmoothed plaster is sitting on wall. Scrape 
these chunks of extra material after each coat to ensure a level surface.

Step 6: Apply Second Coat & Lightly Burnish

For a more textured look, apply additional 2 coats of Venetian plaster. After the first coat each 
additional coat will require light burnishing with your trowel. Allow each coat to dry before applying 

the next. With each coat, adjust the technique according to your desired effect. Experiment with 
different trowel movements, such as swirling, stippling, or dragging, to create unique patterns and 

depth.

Step 7: Apply Third Coat & Burnish the Surface

After the second coat dries, typically before it dries completely use Venetian plaster trowel to 

burnish the surface. This step involves polishing the plaster, enhancing its smoothness and sheen. 
Apply pressure while moving the tool in circular or figure-eight motions. Continue burnishing until 

the desired finish is achieved. (Attention) Burnishing has best results when started after wall is 50% 
dry visibly in color and can be touched without disturbing the surface. Make sure to NEVER sand 
your wall after the final coat which will result in surface scratches.

Step 8: Apply a Wax Topcoat

Once you're satisfied with the texture and appearance of the plaster, apply a protective topcoat. This 

helps seal the surface and enhances durability. Choose a compatible sealer recommended by the 
plaster manufacturer, and follow the instructions for proper application and drying times.

Conclusion:

Applying Venetian plaster requires patience, practice, and attention to detail. Remember to work 
in small sections, apply even pressure, and allow adequate drying time between coats. With time 
and experience, you'll master the art of applying Venetian plaster, creating stunning walls that 
add character and elegance to any space. Enjoy the process and let your creativity shine!



(Note: It's important to note that working with Venetian plaster involves specific techniques and 
materials. It's advisable to consult additional sources, such as official guides or seek 
professional assistance, for a comprehensive understanding of the process and safety 
precautions.)


